
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

  “Praise the LORD! Blessed are those who fear the LORD, who find great delight in his commands!” 

Psalm 112:1 

 

  On Chinese New Year's Eve, we shared with our brothers and sisters the blessings of the LORD, 

which are obviously very different from the blessings that secular people pray for. God is pleased to give 

us blessings, but we must obey His commands and love His laws, just as God commanded the Israelites 

that those who obey His commandments are blessed, and those who disobey His commandments are 

cursed. 

 

  We thank God for the opportunity to read the book of Leviticus with our elderlies every morning. 

Although it was a bit boring to read, the pastor who was reading it connected it to the person of Jesus 

Christ, and it became immediately relevant to us. We are thankful that we finally finished reading 

Leviticus today. If we had asked our older brothers and sisters to read it by themselves, they would not 

have been able to finish it. 

 

  I found an older sister last year after losing her contact for some time. Unfortunately, she does not 

speak Cantonese, so she was not able to join the reading group. Recently, she called me because she had 

some problems with her landlord. I suggested that she applied for an apartment for the seniors. But she 

had some struggles in her mind because of the trouble she had to go through the application process. 

She was probably lonely and wanted to talk to someone. Especially during the pandemic, she was stuck 

at home because she was afraid to go out. 

 

  Near the end of last year, we resumed our physical meeting at Giessen, but only two families came 

regularly. Whenever I went with my co-worker, they also came to the physical meeting. The leader of the 

fellowship was sympathetic to our late arrival home, so the family brought some simple food to share 

with us. Three weeks ago, we didn't have a physical meeting because our co-worker had just finished his 

third vaccination and the leader's child had a fever. Little did we know that the child had gotten the 

Covid-19 infection from school and passed it on to his parents. Due to the above reasons, we did not go 

to the meeting and thus, avoided the infection. At the same time, a brother from another family had to 

have cataract surgery, so he and his wife did not go either, and they too did not have the chance to get 

infected. But thankfully, the family recovered within a few days and the child recovered even faster. 
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  Since the Omicron infection spread rapidly, the German church we borrowed for Sunday service has 

become more stringent in requiring a third vaccination, or a second vaccination/recovered from Covid-

19 plus an official negative test before we can attend a physical meeting. Since I had not yet received my 

third vaccination, the testing center near my place was not open on Sunday, so I only attend the online 

meeting. I haven't stopped coughing since I got my second shot last July. So I have some reservations 

about the vaccine and am still waiting to see what happens. 

 

  Despite the strict requirements of the church, we still have family dinners during the holidays, as 

allowed by the government law. We mainly invited single brothers and sisters and non-believers so that 

they will not feel lonely during the holidays. On Christmas Eve, one of our non-believers received a job 

contract from his company, and we were happy for him because if he didn't find a job within the month, 

he would have to leave Germany. Yesterday we heard the news that he got his visa. Another brother, he 

especially liked the physical meeting moment, so he was happy to have a dinner together. 

 

  One brother's father moved to Frankfurt last year to live in an apartment for the seniors because of 

his old age. On the moving day, he was touched to see so many Christians help to carry his things and 

prepare food for the movers. He was also invited to our dinner party, so he got to know us better and 

was willing to cook for us because he is a retired chef. But we would like him to see the good Christian 

behavior and turn from the Buddhist pursuit to the Christian faith. 

 

Thanksgiving and prayer items: 

1. We are thankful that during the pandemic, we can still meet online and have a festive atmosphere 

for the Chinese New Year! I'm thankful that after a year of reading the Bible with older brothers and 

sisters, even the sister who has bad memory can get online faster without being taught! Pray for the 

brother who will fly back to China tomorrow and be quarantined in a hotel for 14 days! 

2. Pray that the Lord will keep the lonely elderly from letting the pandemic affects their lives! 

3. Thank the Lord for keeping the family of the Giessen Fellowship, who has recovered from the Covid-

19 infection, and that their quarantine is over! Thank the Lord for the elderly brother's successful 

cataract surgeries on both eyes! 

4. Thank the Lord that we were able to care for the non-believers by inviting them for meals during 

festive holidays. One student always complained that God did not give him a smooth path! Pray 

that the Lord will help him prepare and pass his exams! 

5. We are thankful that our brother's father soon became acquainted with us, and that he was 

observing our Christian behavior. Pray that the Lord would keep us in good behavior before people 

so that they would be willing to accept God's salvation! 

 

  May the Lord's blessings come to you and your family! 

  Happy Chinese New Year! Be healthy in body, mind and spirit! 

 

Serving Him, 

Karen Tang 


