
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 
 

  Two weeks ago, a severe thunderstorm landed on the east coast of South Africa and dropped more 
than 45 cm of rain in 48 hours.  This caused the greatest flooding in the last 60 years.  Durban, being 
the harbor city of the Natal province, suffered the hardest hit with damaged roads, collapsed bridges, 
thousands of destroyed buildings and more than 400 fatalities.  A lot of communities were under water, 
traffic as well as electricity and water supplies were disrupted.  Life indeed is uncontrollable!  The 
Bible has already warned us that we do not know what tomorrow will bring and reminded us to 
“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment.” (I Tim. 6:17) 
 
  These last couple of weeks we are also seeing the number of COVID cases in South Africa climbing 
to new highs, with daily averages over 5,000 and dozens of deaths.  Due to the large population of HIV-
positive patients, new variants are rapidly emerging.  South Africa is now battling with the new 
Omicron B.A. 4 variant.  Because of the low inoculation rate (only 45%), a new wave comes about every 
four months.  May the Lord help the people realize the importance of taking this pandemic seriously. 
 
  At the same time, xenophobic violence incidents are worsening.  Protestors take matters into their 
own hands, threatening foreign merchants and carrying out raids on their stores.  They call it Operation 
Dudula (Dudula is Zulu meaning “to push out”).  They claim that the government is not doing anything 
to address the illegal immigrant issue.  Law enforcement is also helpless in stopping the violence, they 
can only place these cases of public disorder and intimidation in investigation.  Unfortunately, this is 
mainly caused by corrupted officials who ignore their sworn responsibilities.  As Proverbs said, “By 
justice a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy for bribes tear it down.” (Prov. 29:4)  
May the Lord work in their hearts to return to the right way. 
 
  Last week, we attended the mission conference of a local church.  The speaker reminded us that 
global mission starts from loving your neighbors.  At the conclusion of the conference, the church 
distributed response cards for all attendees to get involved in local community caring activities.  The 
church has also started forming short-term mission teams and prepares to go as soon as the pandemic 
eases up.  It seems depressing enough to see the world in the midst of the war in Ukraine, new COVID 
cases in China and Taiwan, plus high inflation rates everywhere.  With all these unsolved problems 
dangling above us, is it the appropriate time to be in action?  I believe we should not be deterred as 
this world will always have challenges.  Do not delay but continue to forge ahead in spreading the good 
news! 
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Please pray for the following: 

1. We thank God that the church in Durban has started in-person Sunday worship in April.  Please 

pray for health and safety for the church members during the pandemic. 

2. Please pray for the Lord’s mercy on those who suffered losses during the flood.  May the 

Lord give wisdom to the government in its disaster relief operations. 

3. South Africa is currently facing a new Omicron variant.  May the Lord continue to help the

 government in coming up with effective ways to increase the country’s inoculation rate. 

4. May the Lord turn the hearts of the government officials to be willing to set aside personal 

gains, to uphold justice and resolve the country’s illegal immigrant problem. 

5. South Africa is experiencing frequent electricity outages which greatly affect factory producti

on and its weak economy.  Please pray for wisdom from the Lord for the government in ta

ckling all its issues. 

6. May the Lord continue to bless our online worship services and Bible studies for the two c

hurches in South Africa. 

 
In His service,  

Ko-Ta & Christina 


