
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 
 

  We praise the Lord for the smooth running and fruitfulness of all our Bible studies and worship 
services online. For example, the participants of our Thursday Bible study are from different cities of 
South Africa. We originally only knew one of them, Sister Lin. When we were serving at Bloemfontein, 
one South African minister introduced us to her. On our way to Newcastle, we would make a side trip to 
visit her and studied the Bible together with her. We also supplied her with Bibles, hymn books and 
various kinds of CD’s for herself and her evangelistic outreach. She invited some of her fellow Christians 
to join this meeting, and now we have bonded together as fellow soldiers of the Lord and faithful prayer 
partners! What a wonderful Lord! Due to the unstable power supply and internet services as well as the 
expensive mobile data charges, we can only meet via audio connection. Even though they will get 
disconnected from time to time, they remain upbeat and persistent. The pandemic did actually help us 
with our transition. Since meeting online has become the “norm” over these two years, there were no 
resistance to our remote ministering to our churches in South Africa. It has even expanded our ministry 
to those outside of our usual area of contact. We just finished Paul’s letters from jail and started to study 
one of the gospels. Please pray for our sisters in this group, especially for their internet connections. 
 
  In mid-January, a 7-story Chinese wholesale building in Durban was severely damaged by fire. 
Fortunately, it happened in the morning, and everyone was able to evacuate with no casualty. In 
addition to storefronts and storage facilities, there are apartments on the sixth and seventh floors. This is 
the place we called home since 2012 until we moved out at the end of 2021. We had been holding 
worship services in our place for 8-1/2 years before the pandemic. There were about 15 Christian 
families in the building. This sudden disaster reminds us that nothing is forever. There is no time to wait 
for another opportunity to proclaim the good news; we need to seize every moment as if it is the last 
chance. 
 
  We heard that some people packed their cash in bags and threw them out the window, but the 
bags broke open as they hit the ground, and they were quickly swept up by people on the street. A lot of 
Chinese merchants would keep cash in their homes, and the amount they had was a lot larger than usual 
after Christmas. This fire did not allow them to go back to their apartments, and their money was 
burned to ashes. This calls to mind what John said, “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that 
endures to eternal life,…” (John 6:27) Indeed, men should seek eternal life earnestly. These business 
people work so hard for money that cannot last, how much more should God’s people proclaim the 
gospel with all we have. 
 
  Even though the fourth wave of the pandemic in South Africa has been slowly subsiding, there are 
still over 1,000 cases each day with over 100 deaths. The main reason is its low inoculation rate, which is 
around 30%. To be ready to tackle a new variant, more people in South Africa need to be vaccinated. 
Due to the adverse economic impact, xenophobic incidents have been on the rise. On February 14 th , 
protests and subsequent violence broke out against shops of foreign nationals in the Alexandra area of 
Johannesburg. Some shop owners fought back, and 12 persons suffered injuries. People were calling for 
the expulsion of all foreigners, no matter if they are legal or illegal immigrants. Please pray that the 
government can come up with the right policy to stabilize its economy. 
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Please pray for the following: 

1. We thank God that South Africa is approaching the end of its fourth wave of the pandemic. May 

the Lord continue to help the government in carrying out effective measures. 

2. May the Lord help the people to understand the importance of vaccines and be willing to get 

vaccinated. 

3. Please pray for our brothers and sisters that suffered lost in the fire of the Chinese wholesale 

building in Durban. May the Lord comfort them, help them in their recovery and guide them in 

their new endeavors. 

4. May the Lord continue to bless our online worship services and Bible studies for the two churches 

in South Africa. 

In His service,  
Ko-Ta & Christina 


