
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 
 

  The newest variant Omicron has been the headline news these past few days, and South Africa 
once again becomes the center of attention.  It all started when it was discovered that a flight from 
South Africa to Netherland carried 13 COVID-positive passengers.  The UK immediately suspended 
all flights from southern Africa countries, and many countries, including the States, soon followed 
suit.  As this new variant has 32 mutations, it has been creating fear in people’s minds as no one is 
certain about its spreading speed, health impact or ability to evade existing vaccines.  South Africa 
had just come out of its third wave in early October, and its infection rate had been kept in the low 
hundreds.  Everyone was relieved and hopeful that the December holiday would bring about much 
needed economic revival through incoming tourists.  Therefore, this new ban dashed their hope and 
brought about much disappointment.  However, from a health standpoint, it may not be such a bad 
thing.  Since the inoculation rate in South Africa only stands around 25%, there will be less chances 
of bringing in viruses from travelers.  South Africa is now officially in its fourth wave.  Its infection 
rate has been doubling each day, from a few hundreds to over 10,000 in less than a week.  Please 
continue to pray for the government for efficient and effective methods to combat the pandemic. 
 
  Beginning next year, our ministry will have a different component.  We will continue to hold 
online Bible studies and worship services for the two churches in Cape Town and Durban (They are 10 
hours ahead of San Jose).  After almost two years in the pandemic, brothers and sisters have gotten 
used to this method of fellowship.   At the same time, we will be stationed in California by heading 
up CEM’s US office.  Our duties will include the mission organization’s daily administration as well as 
mission promotion, mobilization and recruitment.  And we will lead Short Term Missions Teams 
when time is favorable. There will be a period of learning and adjustment for us.  May the Lord grant 
us wisdom and quick adapting into our new role.  Please pray for us, and please also consider your 
continued financial support in our new ministry. 
 
  Due to this new direction in our ministry, we returned to South Africa in early October to settle 
all the transition matters.  We thank the Lord that we were able to leave South Africa on time and 
arrived safely back home on November 27th.  Praise the Lord!  Many tedious tasks were able to be 
taken care of in a timely manner.  Things that only take a few minutes online in the States can 
become very complicated in South Africa.  For example, we had to spend two, three hours in the 
bank talking to different people in different departments just to cancel our credit card.  Once we 
spent all day in the bank to change signers of our mission office’s account.  When we were ready to 
give up, the lady at reception just came up to us to offer help to trace down our business consultant.  
She even talked to her branch manager who went out of her ways to help us resolve our problem just 
in the nick of time!  If not for them, we might need to waste a few more days in Johannesburg. 
 
  After being away for 1-1/2 years, we met with our brothers and sisters in Cape Town and Durban.  
This re-acquaintance renewed our love for each other, praising our Lord in one heart and mind, 
feeling privileged to be God’s children.  We do not know what the future holds, but we are sure who 
holds the future!  They shared with us how they experienced God’s presence and protection during 
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the pandemic.  They vowed to stand firm in their faith and committed themselves to serve the Lord.  
Wherever we are, wherever we will go, the internet tool will connect us for fellowship and 
encouragement in our spiritual growth! 
 
  Looking back on our past 20 years of service in South Africa, we were filled with awe!  Not that 
we had accomplished anything, but we were able to see God and His marvelous deeds with our own 
eyes!  “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!  Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Who has 
been his counselor?  Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?  For from him and 
through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever!  Amen!”  (Romans 11:33-36) 
 
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Requests: 

1. We thank God for our safe return to the States. 

2. Please pray for South Africa in its facing this rapid spreading variant Omicron. 

3. Please pray for wisdom for government officials in implementing effective inoculation measures. 

4. Please pray for our new role that the Lord will grant us wisdom and ability to adjust. 

5. Please continue to pray for the smooth running of the various online Bible studies and worship 

services. 
 

In His service,  
Ko-Ta & Christina 


