
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Prayer Partners, 
 
  Since the lockdown of Wuhan in January, South Africa has been on edge.  First was the total 
wipeout of masks by Chinese who snapped them up to send home.  We were all fervently praying for 
those in the crisis.  After the Chinese New Year holiday, people began to return to South Africa.  There 
was a real concern of widespread infection.  As a result, the Chinese Embassy issued a stern warning for 
Chinese in South Africa to avoid social gathering.  On February 7th, South Africa’s Health Department 
imposed a 14-day self-quarantine requirement for those who returned from China and other affected 
countries.  As a precaution, we informed all our church members that whoever returned from China 
should abide by the law and refrain from attending church for 14 days.  We suspended all weekday 
small group meetings and love feast on Sundays.  The church provided sanitizers and masks for 
everyone who came to Sunday worship.  There were some that thought the measures were overboard 
and lack of faith; and there were some who thought that it was not enough and decided stop coming to 
church.  It was a good lesson for us to accept and consider different perspectives, and be united in love 
and patience to hold on to a common goal to overcome the pandemic.  We thank God!  There were 
no arguments or judgmental comments among our brothers and sisters, and everyone was willing to 
adhere to the government’s regulations.  It was safe sailing in February! 
 
  South Africa reported its first confirmed case of COVID-19 on March 5th.  It was brought in by 
someone who had recently returned from Italy.  Thank God!  It was not from China and did not give 
xenophobia any foothold.  South Africa soon switched from a preventive mode to a combative mode.  
We also made use of the internet and have been conducting our worship services in our WeChat groups.  
Due to our unstable internet connection, we were only able to provide audio sessions.  We are grateful 
that the last three times were carried out smoothly, and brothers and sisters were diligently joining in on 
time.  Even though it is a different approach, everyone worships in one heart and one soul, praising and 
thanking our Lord!  May the pandemic be brought under control soon, and we can get back to normal. 
 
  At the moment, South Africa has the hardest hit in the continent; confirmed cases climbed to 927 
on March 26th.  In order to contain the virus, a national lockdown was enforced from March 26th to 
April 16th.  Today’s (March 31st) figure reached 1,327.  The most vulnerable areas are poor 
townships.  Coupled with the co-morbidity of TB and HIV, there is a real potential of high mortality.  
There are only 4,000 ventilators in the country, totally inadequate in handling a large scale of infection.  
The government is implementing a mobile testing program that will have field workers going door-to-
door to screen and test people in different hotspots.  Germany, UK and the US are arranging 
repatriation flights for their citizens in a matter of weeks.  Please pray for South Africa that all the 
measures are effective in bringing the pandemic under control. 
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Prayer Requests: 

1. Please pray for South Africa’s effort against COVID-19 and the people’s cooperation in complying 

with all the drastic measures. 

2. We thank the Lord in keeping us healthy during this time. 

3. Please pray for our churches and our on-line worship services.  May the Lord grant us wisdom in 

caring and encouraging our brothers and sisters’ spiritual growth. 

4. Please pray for our brothers and sisters’ diligence in personal safety and hygiene. 

In His service,  
Ko-Ta & Christina 


