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Dear loyal supporters,

My first academic year at the Chinese University of Hong Kong has recently come to a close.

It was a year filled with different challenges, such as attending classes online and adapting to the
changes that came with it. Online classes made it difficult to make friends with other students in my class,
not knowing who was even in my class, not being able to see their faces and interact with them in a
classroom environment. It was also more difficult to discuss problems with lecturers after class. Online
exams also posed as a potential challenge because I wasn’t used to writing exams at home with a camera

watching me the whole time, I prefer writing in the exam hall with fellow students.

But there were graces in the year as well. One of which was the opportunity to reside in my college
hostel for the second semester as well as during the coming summer vacation. I got the whole room to
myself which was a pleasure to acquire. Although due to the pandemic, many hostel facilities are closed

or have restricted access.

For the summer session, I decided to take a short course in German. It’1l keep me occupied for a
couple weeks before the official summer vacation. It’ll be interesting to learn a new language. I’'m also
hoping to start cooking in the kitchen as well, that way I won’t have to constantly buy take-away and

student meals from the canteens.

Throughout it all, I would like to send out a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has supported me
through my freshmen year at CUHK. And a special thank you to those who supported me financially, you

helped pay for my education and my hostel residence, I am grateful to you all.

Regards,
Pak Kiu
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